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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

With its clean lines of red brick and white trim, Bindnagles
Evangelical Lutheran, built in 1803 is an excellent example of
Colonial architecture modeled after classic Greek design,

The two-story church's dimensions are 36' by 48', The bricks
used in construction were made on the Peter Zimmerman farm, east
of what is now Valley Glen Park, along the Quittapahilla Creek, a
few miles from the church site, The walls are thickest at the base
provide necessary strength in the absence of steel, and the decrease
in thickness is accomplished by the use of a molded brick course
about four feet from the base,

The windows have double sashes, archied tops, and double
shutters. The original interior with its striking beauty is designed
to form a Greek cross with a wineglass pulpit at the apex, A canopied

-sounding board with a painting of John the Baptist on its base, is
above the pulpit, On the wooded ares behind the pulpit is a painting
of Christ. 1In 1885, the interior, which had never been painted before,
was skillfully painted in imitation ‘of marble by a Swedish immigrant
named John Cardell, The beauty of his work is still evident, for
nothing has been changed or added since that time,

The Communion table, enclosed by a railing, is the center of
the cross design., High-backed pews with narrow seats are set on a
double floor to protect worshipers feet from the cold in the base-
mentless building, These pews form the sides and base of the cross
design, all facing the center. Pews for church officials are on the
right side of the pulpit, separated from the congregation by a low
wall, .
Wooden Doric type columns support the balcony which has
beamed ends and borders three sides of the building. The wooden
ceiling has Old World style decoraticns at the center and four
corners, The rafters are held together by wooden pins, The columns,
walls, and Communion table are all psinted to resemble marble,

An old altar cloth and a pewter tankard, both inscribed 1754,
pewter Communion cups and plates, church records in German script,
.German Bibles with woodcut illustrations, and other relics are care-
fully preserved in the church. Two old "Klingel-Seck' or bell bags
on eight-foot poles used to collect the offering are still here,
The church features an iron wrought lock and key, made in Lebanon
and dated 1803, '
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7. Description (con't)

In 1850 a cupola and bell was.placed at the south end of
the building, 1In 1885 some necessary improvements and changes
were made, The cupola was removed and a steeple was erected on
the north end of the building, :

In the church cemetery many of the graves are unmarked,
Some of the old tombstones in the cemetery are of common field-
stone with dates crudely cut, the oldest one being 1724,

The church today is serving an active congregation as it
has throughout the years,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bindnagles Church is a manifestation of the religious
character of early German settlers in the Lebanon Valley of
Pennsylvania, These immigrants had come to Penn's Woods
attracted by the opportunity and religious freedom offered
in the colony, When a significant number of them were es-
tablished in o locality, they organized church congregations.
Standing today, three miles north of Palmyra, as a monument
to one of those early groups, is Bindnagles Evangelical Luth-
eran Church, erected in 1803,

In 1753, John Bindnagles donated five acres of land to
the congregation along the Swatara, Soon after, a log church
was built, 1In 1803 the present church was built and shared
by two congregations who used it on alternate Sundays, A
flatboat was even built for members living to the north and
west of Swatara Creek, : .

Bindnagles Church is a remarkably well-preserved example
of architecture in the late eighteenth century Country Geor-
gian style, The interior, painted to resemble marble, is par-
ticularly interesting and represents elements of the Baroque
Revival,
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